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In April 2024, Knowledge to Power Catalysts convened Centering Youth Thriving: From Systems
to Ecosystems to spark deeper collaboration across future-forging networks and initiatives.
This effort brought together leaders from across education transformation efforts and leaders
with their roots in community-based youth development, social justice, alternative pathways,
libraries and museums, and more. This included leaders of collaborative efforts such as the
Science of Learning and Development Alliance, Education Reimagined, LearnerStudio, Remake
Learning, Partnership for Student Success, Coalition for Community Schools, National Summer
Learning Association, and Campaign for Grade-Level Reading.

Over the next year, in groups large and small, we continued to learn about each other’s work,
identify shared purpose, and test out key messages. The planning group for the convening —
the “CYT Crew” — continued to meet regularly to sharpen messaging, develop joint projects,
and shape a “coadlition of coalitions” strategy for broad mobilization of shared work.

Together, in April 2025, we launched the Alliance for Youth Thriving as a collaborative
space open to any alliance, coalition, network, campaign, organization, or field leader
aligned with the goal of building community-wide, year-round learning ECOsystems for

youth and young adults.

CENTERING YOUTH THRIVING CREW
Alexis Steines Rao  Afterschool Alliance Lauren Bierbaum XQ Institute (consultant)
Ben Houltberg Search Institute Lauren Wilson Field Strategist
Courtney Garcia LearnerStudio Mary Arnold* National 4-H Council
Dara Rose Horizons National Michele Cabhill XQ Institute
David Osher’ Researcher & Field Strategist Michelle Gambone Youth Development Strategies, Inc
Emily Bader Education Reimagined Monique Miles Opportunity Youth Forum/Aspen
Emily Liebtag Education Reimagined Rob Jagers® Researcher & Field Strategist
Gene Roehlkepartain Search Institute Scott Palmer” EducationCounsel
Geneva Wiki Opportunity Youth Forum /Aspen Shawna Rosenzweig Camp Fire
Jane Quinn Researcher & Field Strategist Siobahn Reardon Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
Josh Schachter Community Share Terri Ferinde Collab. Communications/NSLA
Kathleen Osta” National Equity Project Tom Akiva University of Pittsburgh SOE
Kim Smith LearnerStudio Tom Arnett Christensen Institute
Kwesi Rollins® IEL/Coalition of Community Schools Tyler Samstag Remake Learning
*SoLD Alliance Ecosystems Working Group
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Merita Irby® | Karen Pittman® | Katherine Plog Martinez
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